PILLARS   GLINTING   WITH    A    MYRIAD   POINTS   OF   LIGHT
Mirror mosaic, thickly encrusted on these columns of the Shwe Dagon pagoda, is a favourite form
of decoration in Burma, and immensely effective under those brilliant skies.     That the Burmans
resting on the steps are men is indicated by their turbans, the women usually going uncovered
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vermin; thus it is possible to eat in Burma the durian and mangosteen of the equatorial zone and the peach of temperate lands.
In most civilized countries there is more cultivation than forest land, but in Burma it is exactly the reverse. Jungle covers a vastly greater area than tilled fields. This is due to the fertility of the soil and the cupidity of human nature. The valley of the Irawadi is so fruitful and productive that the cultivator has only to get his buffaloes to
poach up the soil for him, and the rain and the sun do the rest. In the dry zone there is more to be done, but the crops are different, and real hard work is not at all necessary. That is exactly tfhat suits the Burman, and it is this that brought him into the country.
Ease and plenty to eat attract all mankind, and therefore from the beginning of time hungry, restless people from the north pressed down the river. It is not known who the first inhabitants of Burma were, but they certainly were
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